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2-5-23   
 

Processional Hymn  O Zion, tune thy voice     #543 
  

O Zion, tune thy voice, and raise thy hands on high; tell all 
the earth thy joys, and boast salvation nigh. Cheerful in God, 
arise and shine, while rays divine stream all abroad. 
  

He gilds thy morning face with beams that cannot fade; his 
all-resplendent grace he pours around thy head; the nations 
round thy form shall view, with luster new divinely crowned. 
  

In honor to his Name reflect that sacred light; and loud that 
grace proclaim, which makes thy darkness bright; pursue his 
praise, till sovereign love in worlds above the glory raise. 
  

There on his holy hill a brighter sun shall rise, and with his 
radiance fill those fairer purer skies; while round his throne 
ten thousand stars in nobler spheres his influence own. 
  

 Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  
Amen. 
  

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a 
hill cannot be hid.  
The one who lights a lamp puts it on the lampstand and it 
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Mt. 5:14-16 
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 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, Perfect Light of revelation and love, as you 
shine in the life of Jesus, so shine through us that we may 
become beacons of generosity and compassion, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen.  
  

The Lessons   
  

Introduction: Today’s reading is a dialog between the 
prophet Isaiah, the people he serves, and God. The people 
are concerned that God is no longer responding to the 
rituals of fasting and prayer. Hear now what God calls to be 
done in every generation. 
  

A reading from the prophet Isaiah   Isaiah 58:3-9 
  

They say, “We fast to show honor to you. Why don’t you see 
us? We starve our bodies to show honor to you. Why don’t 
you notice us?” 
But God says, “You do things to please yourselves on those 
special days of fasting. And you punish your servants, not 
your own bodies. You are hungry, but not for food. You are 
hungry for arguing and fighting, not for bread. You are 
hungry to hit people with your hands. This is not the way to 
fast if you want your prayers to be heard in heaven! Do you 
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think I want to see people punish their bodies on those days 
of fasting? Do you think I want people to look sad and bow 
their heads like dead plants? Do you think I want people to 
wear mourning clothes and sit in ashes to show their 
sadness? That is what you do on your days of fasting. Do 
you think that is what the Lord wants? 
“I will tell you the kind of day I want — a day to set people 
free. I want a day that you take the burdens off others. I 
want a day when you set troubled people free and you take 
the burdens from their shoulders. I want you to share your 
food with the hungry. I want you to find people who don’t 
have homes and find them shelter. When you see people 
who need clothes, give them your clothes! Don’t hide from 
others when they need help.” 
If you do these things, your light will begin to shine like the 
light of dawn. Then your wounds will heal. Goodness will 
walk in front of you, and the Glory of the Lord will come 
following behind you. Then you will call to the Lord, and he 
will answer you. You will cry out to him, and he will say, 
“Here I am.” 
 

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  

Psalm 112:1-4 
  

Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord  
 and have great delight in his commandments.  
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Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
 the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
Wealth and riches will be in their house,  
 and their righteousness will last for ever. 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright;  
 the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
  
A reading from the Letter to the Church in Corinth  1 Cor. 2:1-12 
  

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I didn’t come 
preaching God’s secrets to you like I was an expert in speech 
or wisdom. I had made up my mind not to think about 
anything while I was with you except Jesus Christ, and to 
preach him as crucified.  
I stood in front of you with weakness, fear, and a lot of 
shaking. My message and my preaching were not presented 
with convincing wise words but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power. I did this so that your faith might not 
depend on the wisdom of people but on the power of God. 
What we say is wisdom to people who are mature. It is not a 
wisdom that comes from the present day or from today’s 
leaders who are being reduced to nothing. We talk about 
God’s wisdom, which has been hidden as a secret. God 
determined this wisdom in advance, before time began, for 
our glory. It is a wisdom that none of the present-day rulers 
have understood, because if they did understand it, they 
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would never have crucified the Lord of glory! But this is 
precisely what is written:  
God has prepared things for those who love him that no eye 
has seen, or ear has heard, or that haven’t crossed the mind 
of any human being.  
God has revealed these things to us through the Spirit. The 
Spirit searches everything, including the depths of 
God. Who knows a person’s depths except their own spirit 
that lives in them? In the same way, no one has known the 
depths of God except God’s Spirit. We haven’t received the 
world’s spirit but God’s Spirit so that we can know the things 
given to us by God. These are the things we are talking 
about—not with words taught by human wisdom but with 
words taught by the Spirit—we are interpreting spiritual 
things to spiritual people. 
  

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  
  
Gradual Hymn    Be Thou My Vision   Hymnal #488 
  

      Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;  
all else be nought to me, save that thou art 

      thou my best thought, by day or by night,  
      waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

      Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
      I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
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      thou my great Father; thine own may I be;  
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 

  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew               MT 5:13-20 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost 
its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer 
good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under 
foot. 
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot 
be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven. 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I 
tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 
not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least 
of these commandments, and teaches others to do the 
same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your 
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righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
  

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Gradual Hymn   Be Thou, My Vision   Verse 3 #488 
  

High King of heaven, when victory is won,  
may I reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my heart, whatever befall,  
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

  

The Sermon                                   The Rev. David Marshall  
  

The Nicene Creed   Please stand as you are able 
  

We believe in one God,  the Father, the Almighty,  maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
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right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

The Prayers of the People  Please be seated 
  

Let us pray that the light of Christ may shine upon the 
Church, the world and all people according to their need. 
 A brief silence 
  

On the Jordan’s bank John proclaimed Jesus as the Lamb of 
God, witnessed the heavens opening, and the Spirit 
descending and remaining upon him. Bless the Church, and 
all those who have been baptized, to bring your mercy and 
peace to all. 
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer. 
  

Put your Spirit upon the leaders of every nation. Give them 
the wisdom and the will to protect and provide for their 
people. Make them prefer mercy over might. 
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer. 
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Keep in your care all who take up arms in defense of liberty 
and justice for all. Give them a spirit of wisdom and 
understanding. Bring them safely home, and speed the day 
when deeds of war are done no more, especially in Ukraine. 
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer. 
  

O Sun of Righteousness, arise with healing in your wings and 
bestow the light of your salvation upon all who sit in the 
darkness of suffering. Especially we pray for Downs IV, 
Holden, Tyler, Barbara, Anne, Victoria, BJ and John. For 
those going through cancer treatments, especially, 
Georgiana, Margaret, Bill, Downs III, Victoria, Alex, Connie 
and Douglas. And, for those under the care of skilled 
nursing, especially Timothy, Barbara, Kim and Mary Ann.  
Silence 
Restore them to life and hope; encourage all who care for 
them; lead them into the brightness of your presence and 
the company of all who love them. 
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer. 
  

On this day, help us to remember with joy all those for 
whom we love but see no longer. With the power of the 
Holy Spirit, comfort all who grieve. Silence 
  

Grant that all who have passed through the waters of 
Baptism, may walk the broken pathways of this mortal life, 
refreshed by your Spirit.  
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer. 
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Celebrant:     Stay near us, Lord Jesus, and love us and 
guide us throughout our lives.  
Bless us with your love, so we may be a blessing to others 
and bring all your dear children to live with you forever in 
the holy light of your love, which you have eternally with 
your Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and unto the 
ages of ages. AMEN. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
  

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your 
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to 
the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
  

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life.  Amen.  
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Greetings, Announcements and Introductions 
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Offertory Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   Elderkin  
  

Hark! The herald angels sing, Jesus, the light of the world; 
Glory to the Christ-child bring, Jesus the light of the world. 
Refrain: 
We will follow the light, beautiful light, come where the  
dewdrops of mercy are bright, Shine all around us by day 
and by night, Jesus, the light of the world. 
  

Joyful, all you saints arise, Jesus the light of the world; 
Join the triumph of the skies, Jesus the light of the world.  

Refrain 
  

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Jesus the light of the  
world: Christ the everlasting Word, Jesus the light of the 
world.  Refrain 
  

Hail the Bearer of God’s peace! Jesus the light of the world: 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! Jesus the light of the world.  

Refrain 
  
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
   Praise him all creatures here below,    
   Praise him above ye heavenly host:  
   Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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The Holy Eucharist Prayer A      BCP 361 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  
   Lift up your hearts.  
   We lift them to the Lord.  
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
   It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word 
made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our 
hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,   
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus  
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
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the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon 
the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 
  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.  
  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 
  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.   
  

Communion Hymns    
  

Let Us Break Bread Together     #325 
  

1 Let us break bread together on our knees; when I fall on 
my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy 
on me. 

  

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; when I fall on 
my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy 
on me. 
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3 Let us praise God together on our knees; when I fall on 
my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy 
on me. 
  

God Be in My Head          #694 
  

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 
God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 
God be at mine end, and at my departing. 

  

Prayer After Communion 
  

Let us pray, 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted 
us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
  

The Blessing 
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Closing Hymn  Thy Strong Word Did Cleave the Darkness  #381 
 

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; at thy speaking it 
was done; for created light we thank thee, while thine 
ordered seasons run: Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who 
light dost send! Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, dark as night and deep 
as death, broke the light of thy salvation, breathed thine 
own life-giving breath: Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who 
light dost send! Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 

Thy strong word bespeaks us righteous; bright with thine 
own holiness, glorious now, we press toward glory, and our 
lives our hopes confess: Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who 
light dost send! Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 

God the Father, Light-Creator, to thee laud and honor be; 
to thee, Light of Light begotten, praise be sung eternally; 
Holy Spirit, Light-Revealer, glory, glory be to thee; mortals, 
angels, now and ever praise the Holy Trinity. 
 

The Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia 
 

Thanks be to God.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia  


