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9-24-23    
 

Opening Hymn    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing #686 
 

1 Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to 
sing thy grace! Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for 
songs of loudest praise. Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. Praise the mount! Oh, fix 
me on it, mount of God’s unchanging love. 
  

2 Here I find my greatest treasure; hither, by thy help, I’ve 
come; and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at 
home. Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering from 
the fold of God; he, to rescue me from danger, interposed 
his precious blood. 
  

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to 
be! Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart 
to thee: prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the 
God I love; here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it, seal it for 
thy courts above. 
 
 

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

  Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One 
 Have mercy upon us. 
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The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but 
to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed 
among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those 
that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Lessons     
 

A reading from the book of Exodus    Ex 16:2-15 
  

[After the Israelites escaped Egypt] The whole Israelite 
community complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died 
by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by 
pots of cooked meat and ate our fill of bread. You have 
brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 
community with hunger.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “I 
am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In 
that way I will test them, whether they will follow my 
instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare 
what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather 
on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, 
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“In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning 
you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard 
your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that 
you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When 
the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of 
bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the 
complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your 
complaining is not against us but against the Lord.” 
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation 
of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard 
your complaining.’” And as Aaron spoke to the whole 
community of Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, 
and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 
The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the 
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you 
shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of 
bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’” In 
the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in 
the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 
When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the 
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the 
ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, 
“What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said 
to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.” 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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The psalm reading for this morning is from Psalm 146.    
 

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!  
    I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth,  
    for there is no help in them. 
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,  
    and in that day their thoughts perish. 
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help!  
    whose hope is in the LORD their God 
 

Introduction: St. Paul wrote this letter to the Church in Philippi, 
located in north-eastern Greece. Paul traveled to Philippi in 
response to a dream and most likely founded the church there. 
He wrote this letter to the church in Philippi while he was in a 
far away prison and facing possible execution. The theme of 
the letter is to thank the congregation for the gifts they sent 
him, to give the assurance that his imprisonment is not a set-
back for the gospel, to foster unity, and to encourage the 
congregation to trust their lives to their Lord in all things and 
under all circumstances.  
 

A reading from the Letter to the Philippians      Phil. 1:21-30 
 

For me, living serves Christ and dying is even better. If I 
continue to live in this world, I get results from my work. But 
I don’t know what I prefer. I’m torn between the two 
because I want to leave this life and be with Christ, which is 
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far better. However, it’s more important for me to stay in 
this world for your sake.  
I am sure of this: I will stay alive and remain with all of you 
to help your progress and the joy of your faith, and to 
increase your pride in Christ Jesus through my presence 
when I visit you again. 
Most important, live together in a manner worthy of Christ’s 
gospel. Do this, whether I come and see you or I’m absent 
and hear about you. Do this so that you stand firm, united in 
one spirit and mind as you struggle together to remain 
faithful to the gospel. That way, you won’t be afraid of 
anything your enemies do. Your faithfulness and courage are 
a sign of their coming destruction and your salvation, which 
is from God. God has generously granted you the privilege, 
not only of believing in Christ but also of suffering for 
Christ’s sake. You are having the same struggle that you saw 
me face and now hear that I’m still facing. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

Gradual Hymn  God is Love    1982 Hymnal #379 
  

God is Love, let heaven adore him; God is Love, let earth 
rejoice; let creation sing before him and exalt him with one 
voice. God who laid the earth’s foundation, God who spread 
the heaven above, God who breathes through all creation: 
God is Love, eternal Love. 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Christ.   Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily 
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went.  
 When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out 
and found others standing around; and he said to them, 
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to 
the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of 
them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 
them also received the usual daily wage. And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
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doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose 
to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 
are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be 
first, and the first will be last.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
 

Gradual Hymn God be in my Head   1982 Hymnal #694  
 

God be in my head, and in my understanding; God be in 
mine eyes, and in my looking; God be in my mouth, and in 
my speaking; God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 
God be at mine end, and at my departing. 
 

The Sermon   
 

The Nicene Creed   
 

We believe in one God,  the Father, the Almighty,  maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
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buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People  
 

Let us pray for the Church, the world, and one another. 
A brief silence 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may 
be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal 
your glory in the world.  Silence 
Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the 
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another 
and serve the common good, and bring peace to Ukraine. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer. 
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Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 
and to your honor and glory. Silence 
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant 
that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as 
he loves us.  Silence 
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit; especially Downs IV, Holden, Anne, Victoria, Anne 
Louise, Kim, Michael, Lorraine, Barbara and Kimberly B.  For 
those recovering from surgery especially Don. For those 
going through cancer treatments, especially, Margaret, 
Downs III, Victoria, Alex, Connie, Douglas, Georgianna, 
Frank, Gerta, Lauren, Heather, Jennifer, TJ, and Jim.  Visit 
and comfort all who are under the care of skilled nursing, 
especially Timothy, Barbara, Kim and Lou. Be near to all who 
are in hospice care. Give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Silence 
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your 
will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may 
share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Silence 
Lord, in your mercy  Hear our prayer. 
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We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your 
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to 
the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life.  Amen.  
 

The Peace of the Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Greetings, Announcements and Introductions 
 

Offertory  
 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all 
creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly 
hosts: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

The Holy Eucharist Prayer B  
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of 
the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel 
to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
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is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 
Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 
his Blood of the new Covenant.  
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all 
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever.  AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art  in heaven, hallowed be thy  name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Prayer After Communion   
 

Let us pray.  
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and 
Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring 
us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of 
the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have 
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses 
of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah #690 
 

1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,  
pilgrim through this barren land;  
I am weak, but thou art mighty;  
hold me with thy powerful hand; 
bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore. 

 

2 Open now the crystal fountain, 
whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through; 
strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell’s destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
songs of praises, I will ever give to thee. 

 
The Dismissal 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia 


